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level than the English Church could maintain.
There was from the middle of the eighth
century a steady decline, chiefly due, no
doubt, to the absence of any supervision that
might keep the English up to the mark.
They were mentally in the schoolboy stage,
and there was no master for them. Rome
itself, even Rome at its best, was sinking into
the same mental state, and neither Rome nor
any other agency was systematically control-
ling them. The Church became more secular
and the monasteries more self-centred. Nor
had the influence of the great mission from
lona been lasting. It would be unjust
not to value very highly the saintliness and
zeal of its leaders ; but its working had been
intensive rather than diffusive, at least on
English soil, and within the lifetime of Bede,
who died in 735, there was a deep decline.
While the Church was thus in a falling state,
as Christians of Africa might be to-day if
European supervision were withdrawn, there
fell upon England the last great oifiburst of
pagan savagery. The Scandinavian Vikings
first attacked England in 793. The old civili-
zation, such as it was, perished. The monas-
teries were destroyed or deserted, the clergy
became illiterate, bishops became leaders in
battle and allowed themselves the liberties